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PROPOSED USE OF THE PLENARY POWERS TO GRANT 
PRECEDENCE TO THE FAMILY-GROUP NAME 
EPHYDRIDAE OVER HYDRELLIIDAE (INSECTA, DIPTERA). 

Z.N.(S.)2334 

By Wayne N. Mathis (. Department of Entomology, NHB-169 , 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C., 20560, U.S.A.) 

The purpose of the present application is to request the use 
ot the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature’s 
plenary powers to grant precedence to the family name 
EPHYDRIDAE over its senior synonym HYDRELLIIDAE when 
the two are considered as synonyms. 

2. Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830, p. 783, proposed the tribe 
name ‘Hydrellideae’, based on the generic name Hydrellia 
Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830, p. 790. The type species of this genus is 
Hydrellia aurifacies Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830, p. 791 (= Notiphila 
flaviceps Meigen, 1830, Syst. Beschr . zweifl. Ins., vol. 6, p. 72), by 
subsequent designation by Coquillett, 1910, p. 553. Although the 
family-group name continued to be given status at the tribal and 
subfamilial levels, it has never been adopted at the familial level 
since its proposal. 

3. Seven years after Robineau-Desvoidy’s proposal of 
HYDRELLIDEAE, Zetterstedt (1837, p. 48) proposed the sub- 
family name EPHYDRINAE based on the generic name Ephydra 
Fallen, 1810, p. 22. The type species of this genus is Ephydra 
riparia Fallen, 1813, K . Vetenskaps Akad. Handl for 1813(2), 
p. 246, by subsequent designation by Curtis, 1832, p. 413. All 
subsequent authors known to me have used EPHYDRIDAE as the 
family name, although sometimes with a variant spelling. Of the 
hundreds of publications that could be listed as documentation, 1 
have selected and annotated the following: 

Loew (1860; review of European Ephydridae, as “Ephy- 
drinidae”). 

Loew (1862; review of North American Ephydridae, as 
“Ephydrinidae”). 

Becker ( 1 896; review of literature and higher classification on 
world basis; species treatments limited to Europe). 

Becker ( 1 905 ; catalog of Palaearctic species). 

Becker( 1 926 ; review of Palaearctic species). 

Cresson (1942-1949; synopses of species of subfamilies (one 
subfamily not completed) for Nearctic Region). 

Wirth (1965; catalog of North American species). 

Wirth ( 1 968; catalog of Neotropical species). 

Nartschuck ( 1 970; keys to species of European USSR). 
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Colless & McAlpine (1 970; Insects of Australia). 

Richards & Davies (1977; Imms’ general text). 

Cogan & Wirth ( 1 977 ; catalog of Oriental species). 

4. Suppression of HYDRELLIIDAE Robineau-Desvoidy, 
1830, when used synonymously with EPHYDRIDAE Zetterstedt, 
1837, seems clearly warranted in the interest of nomenclature! 
stability. The family name HYDRELLIIDAE Robineau-Desvoidy, 
however, should not be placed on the Official Index of Rejected 
and Invalid Family Names in Zoology, as it was and is still given 
status at the tribal and familial levels. 

5. The Commission is therefore requested: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to grant precedence to 
the family name EPHYDRIDAE Zetterstedt, 1837, 
over the family name HYDRELLIIDAE Robineau- 
Desvoidy, 1830, when the two are considered to 
be synonymous; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) Ephydra Fallen, 1810 (gender: feminine), type 
species, by subsequent designation by Curtis, 
1 832, Ephydra riparia Fallen, 1813; 

(b ) Hydrellia Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830 (gender: 
feminine), type species, by subsequent desig- 
nation by Coquillett, 1910 , Hydrellia auri facies 
Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) riparia Fallen, 1813, as published in the bino- 
men Ephydra riparia (specific name of type 
species of Ephydra Fallen, 1810); 

(b) flaviceps Meigen, 1830, as published in the 
binomen Notiphila flaviceps (valid name for 
the type species of Hydrellia Robineau- 
Desvoidy, 1830); 

(4) to place on the Official List of Family-Group 
Names in Zoology: 

(a) EPHYDRIDAE Zetterstedt, 1837 (type genus 
Ephydra Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830), with an 
endorsement that it is to be given precedence 
over HYDRELLIIDAE Robineau-Desvoidy, 
1830 (type genus Hydrellia Robineau-Desvoidy, 
1830) whenever the two names are held to be 
synonyms; 

(b) HYDRELLIIDAE Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830, 
(type genus Hydrellia Robineau-Desvoidy, 
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1830) with an endorsement that it is not to 
be given priority over EPHYDRIDAE 
Zetterstedt, 1837, whenever the two names are 
held to be synonyms. 
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